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the          winds, after being charged with moisture by the equa-

torial ocean current, are given added momentum by the arrange-
ment of t-lliptical summer low-pressure areas across their path
in the continental Interior.

From Rio de Janeiro to Bahia Blanca the coastal zone is
mainly outside the influence of the South-east Trade, and the
winds'there are accordingly very variable at all seasons except
during the summer when the low-pressure sj^stem over the Chaco
leads to an indraught from the sea. Disturbances in the air are
from September to May, and there is a tendency on the
towards a cyclonic type of rainfall without marked differ-
entiation according to seasons.

The Peruvian-Chilean-Patagonian arid region (VI) stands
In marked contrast with the adjoining regions in rainfall.

The coastal region of Northern Chile and of almost the whole
of Pern is practically rainless; its climate approaches more closely
to that of the absolute desert than that of any other part of the
world* The prevailing winds, though from the sea, scarcely ever
bring rain because they are from the south and because the cold
Humboldt current that skirts the shore causes them to condense
their moisture more effectively than the rising land surface can.
Mists resulting from the condensation of moisture at sea are of
very common occurrence in the summer months on the coast and
at moderate elevations inland, but these are not sufficient of
themselves to support any continuous plant life. In the region
of Copiapo and thence southwards the temperature of the Pacific
waters and of the land surface is considerably lower than in the
north and begins to approach that of the Humboldt current.
Occasional rains are possible, therefore, at Copiapo, and more on
the Andes behind, particularly in the winter season when the land
surface is coldest. From Valparaiso southwards the westerly
winds become more pronounced and the along-shore current there
to be recognizable as an intercepting factor.

The continuation of the North Chilean arid region, on the

eastern        of the Andes, in the Argentine provinces of S. Juan

and               must be ascribed to special rather than to obvious

In the first place, the district which includes the prov-

lies in a latitude intermediate between that of

the                  and the westerlies.   The latter would in any case

tie           as sources of rain since their moisture would be inter-

by the Andes, but the former, were they strong enough,

tend to bring rains to this region, standing as it

well           the eastern plains; however, in this extreme

of the zone in which the trade winds are felt, they

are                      aati are incapable of carrying moisture, exceot